
BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO. B-2011 

AREA: Cathedra l K i l l 

A d d r e s s : 18 West F r a n k l i n S t r e e t 
Current Name: 

MAGI NO, 0420115311 

Block: 551 Lot 
He ight : 3 
Condi t ion: Good 
U s e : Commercial 
D e s i g n a t i o n : 

Lot s i z e : 30 f t . x 145 f t . 
M a t e r i a l s : Br ick, wood, s tone 
Owner: James N. P h i l l i p s e t a l 
A c c e s s i b l e : Yes, r e s t r i c t e d 
L i b e r / F o l i o : CWM 4247/641 

Historic Name: 
Date: ca. 1820 
Architect/Builder: Ralph Higinbotham, builder 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description: The flemish bond facade has three bays and a side hall entry reached 
by marble steps with an original iron railing. The exposed basement shop is reached 
by a second stairway fenced by a later iron balustrade. The first floor level is 
marked by a stone belt course on which the heavy sills of the first floor windows 
rest. The windows have 1/1 modern bronzed aluminum sash with iron basket balustrades. 
The arches are flat with gauged brick. The door surround is apparently mid-19th 
century in date. It has wood paneled pilasters and a floral relief spandrel above 
the doorway arch. A dentil cornice tops the surround. The double doors are paneled 
and appear to be of the late 19th century. The upper floors have modern aluminum 
sash, with transoms on the second floor and 1/1 on the third. All have stone sills 
and gauged flat arches. The simple cornice has a narrow fascia. The roof has two 
pedimented dormers with replacement windows which do not fit the arched openings. 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level: local 

Although the facade of the building shows several alterations from different 
periods, it has a definite 19th century character which is not seriously damaged by 
the modern window sash. This and the neighboring building at 20 West Franklin 
are the oldest remaining buildings in the unit block of the street. For most of 
the early 20th century, No. 18 has been used as doctor's offices, beginning in 
1895 when Dr. John W. Chambers acquired the house. It is presently used as law 
offices with an interior decorating firm in the basement shop. 

S o u r c e s : Land r e c o r d s ; c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s 
S u r v e y o r and D a t e : J a n e t Davis , May 1985 
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Q DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 

*GOOD _RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The flemish band facade of this three and one half story 
row house is regularly pierced by one-over-one double hung 
windows which graduate in height, having the tallest windows 
on the first floor. The windows are capped by flat arched 
brick work and have white marble sills. There are two dor-
mei$with pointed pediments in the roof. Eight marble stairs 
ascend to the double doors of the entrance. A large awning 
whos top edge cuts across the center of the first floor windows 
partly conceals their wrought iron balcony rails. 

Though the entrance is Victorian, the fenestration proportions 
and resemblance of this house to its neighbor (20 W. Franklin 
Street) indicate that it is Greek Revival. The rectangular mass 
of t he door surround is pierced by a half round ft transom over the 
double doors. There is a small vestibule with another set of doors. 
The entrance is ornamented with pilasters and decorated with sroll-
work and diamond motifs. It is capped with a 3imple cornice. 

Other decorative features include a marble belt course and slightly 
arched windows in the dormers (which have been covered over). There 
is also a visible chimney located in the unusual position of the wall 
between the hall and the front parlor. This house shares a simple wood 
cornice with 20-22 W. Franklin Street. 
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IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-2011 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

29'6" x 145' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ' 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

HJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Marsha. Rozansky Planning Assistant 
ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Commission f o r H i s t . & Arch. Pres. 

26 S, Calvert Street Room 900 

Baltimore 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

396-4866 
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Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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CITY OF BALTIMORE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
BUREAU OF PLANS & SURVEYS 

PROPERTY LOCATION DIVISION 

WARD I I SECTION ! 0 

BLOCK 5 5 1 
SCALE].INCH_v40fT. D A T E AuiJUS^ 15"A7 

N O T I C E 

THIS IS A 'REAL'PROPERTY P U T AS PROVIDED 
FOR UNDER ARTICLE 7SW OF THE CITY CHARTER, 
IT . IS COMPILED FROM TITLE AND OTH£R 
SOURCES AND IS NOT AN AllTWEftliC SURVEY." 
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Park Avenue Galleries 
18 W. Franklin Street 
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Baltimore City 
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GIS data Courtesy of 
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